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A Day in the Life of... The Altar Server
As a family we like [l like serving because |
serving at St. Pius. My |feel really close to God.

brother, Mark, has been
an Altar Server for nearly
6 years, my sister Natalie
for 3 years and | have
been doing it for 8 years.
| enjoy the camaraderie
that we have built up

over the vyears and
also the patience and
guidance we have
received from the
priests. It is now an
honour for me to be
appointed as Mass

Co-ordinator and for me
to be to pass on my
knowledge and to
ensure the Mass runs
smoothly for all. ( Adam)

| enjoy Altar Serving
because it makes me
feel more involved in the

Mass, and helps me to
fully understand what is
going on. | have made

many new friends
through serving. (Tosia)

| started serving in
Bartres near Lourdes in
France in July 2008.

Since then | have been

serving regularly at
St . Josephos
and at St. Pius X. | do it
because | enjoy helping

the priest and the
people to enjoy the

Mass. (Patrick)

| have been serving
since James Lewis
invited me up not long

after my First Holy
Communion, largely in

part to stop me messing

around in the pews.

However that soon
stopped as | found | now
had a part to play in the

Mass, keeping me
occupied, giving me
something to do. | soon
began to learn a lot
about the Mass, why

certain things happened
and how to go about
others. | gained a
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Our Altar Servers on Easter Sunday

greater  understanding
of the Church through it,
as well as a group of
friends who | have kept,
even as some from 6 th
Form have fallen away.

When James left he
passed the role of MC
(Master of Ceremonies)
onto me, a role | have
greatly enjoyed,
especially bringing new
Servers to the Altar.

My position of responsi-
bility kept me coming

back to the Church
during my early teens
when | wavered, as so
many do.

As | in turn leave for my
travels and pass the
baton to the new crop

of Servers, many of
whom  have been
serving for a number of
years now, | feel great
pride and joy in seeing
the way they have
progressed and look to
their future with great
interest. (Chris Gardner)

You do not often see
published notices of
Thanks to St Anthony
Patron Saint of Lost
ltems. So | thought |
might mention him in the
Parish InPrint.

I donét i
St Anthony very often, as
most of the things |
mislay are entirely
through my own absent
mindedness  (reading
glasses in the fridge, TV
remote control on the
microwave, etc) and |
donodt i ke t
credit rating with him.
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But | lost two favourite
rings: A band with three
precious stones and a
silver ring with a large
topaz. | recall taking
them off before a spell in
the garden and putting
them in a,  safe place ,
buttaﬁer thgt rth%yuvf;)eal]e €
nowhere to be seen.

As the days went by, |
began to realise | might
never see them again.
This hit me really hard so
| decided that evening
to approach St Anthony
in @ snalt Way, withput
troubling him too much.
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The next morning, while
emptying the kitchen
bin, I saw something
shining at the bottom A it
was the ring with the
three stones! | quickly
looked for the silver one
and found it in the bin
bag of the previous day.

| was astonished!

There are many worse
things than losing a
couple of rings but | did
value these two so my
relief and gratitude were

enormous. Thank you
St Anthony!
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We are delighted to
have the statue of Our

Lady enshrined in the
Church. This was made

possible with the
bequest from the late
Veronica OO06Le

Veronica was a member
of our Parish community
for some 20 years and
died from cancer on
15th April 2006, aged 69.

She had a great
devotion to Our Lady,
particularly praying the
rosary, so it seemed
appropriate  that this
bequest was used to
fund the Lady side altar
in the Church.

The statue was ordered
through Vanpoulles, the
Crawley -based Church
furnishers who conveyed
our preferences to
Demetz, specialists in
ecclesiastical art.

Demetz Art Studio is
located in Ortisei, a small
village nestled in the
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Welcome to Our Lady!

Dolomites, a famous
mountain range in the
Northern part of Italy, at
the heart of the Alps.

The region is known for
its tradition of woodcarv-
ing which dates back to
the 16th century and
passed on from father
to son for many genera-
tions.

May is the month of Our
Lady. Pope Paul VI
wrote:

Our heart rejoices at the
thought of the moving
tribute of faith and
love... For this is the
anonth. during  which
Christians, in their
churches and their
homes, offer the Virgin
Mother more fervent
and loving acts of
homage and venera-
tion... Since Mary is
rightly to be regarded as
the way by which we
are led to Christ, the

person who encounters
Mary cannot help but
encounter
wise.

Christ  like-

For what other reason
do we continually turn

to Mary except to seek

the Christ in her arms, to
seek our Saviour in her,
through her, and with

her?

May she who experi-
enced the cares and
hardships of earthly life,
the weariness of daily
toil, the hardships and
trials of poverty, and the
SOrrows of Calvary,
come to aid the needs
of the Church and the
human race.

May she graciously lend
an ear to the devout
pleas of those all over
the world who beg her
for peace.

May she enlighten the
minds of those who rule
nations.

And finally, may she
prevail on God, who
rules the winds and
storms, to calm the
tempests in men's
warring hearts and grant
us peace in our day.

(From the Encyclical of
Pope Paul VI on Prayers
During May for Preservation
of Peace, 29 t April 1965)
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The small statue of St Pius
X, our Patron Saint, now

has a permanent
welcoming place in the
Narthex, opposite the

entrance doors .
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