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A Pastoral Visit by Bishop Kieran
Saturday , 12t November 2011

The Parish warmly welcomed
Bishop Kieran who celebrated
the Vigil Mass and blessed the
new Jefferies Hall.

Following are reflections from
parishioners, each from a
different perspective, which were
collated by Chris Richardson.

Some thoughts about the Mass
from é

The Rear of the Church

Many years ago, our previous
parish priest, Fr Michael
McGlade, a true lIrish scholar of
human nature, approached me
with the typical
of the leaking roof at St Pius X &
which was in real ity a latent
defect in the original
construction.

Whilst | ducked and dived, | was
no match for this tenacious
individual. What started off as
giving an opinion that the roof

was no longer fit for purpose
grew into a project that not only

changed the ro of covering but
also made interior changes to
enhance the acoustics and add

a Narthex.

This latter addition changed the
way we interacted with the priest
d you now have to be very quick
on your feet to get out before he
and his successors ended the
mass as they now had a place to
chat etc.

Further challenges followed in
the relocation of
Presbytery and associated office,
which in turn spawned further
developments , ie the Pa storal
Centre and now the wonderful
replacement Parish hall which is
fit for the future.

Bishop Kieran

| reflected on this whilst listening
to the Bishop in his sermon which
created two trains of thought.

First, | realised that | had been
given the opportunity to use my
own talents in all these ventures,
and whi Ist perhaps | had not
achieved the five-fold increase
of the best servant in the gospel
reading, they had
buried.

Second, | recognised that, over
the years we have been
successful in the more material
things, ie improving the fabric of
the C hurch, but perhaps we now
need to look at its foundations,
by which I mean how we all
support it.

Take a lesson from the dry wall
craftsman, who instead of using
regularly sized stone units, looks
around to see wha
the field and uses a vast array of
small and large stones to create

a truly solid and beautiful wall
that stands the ravages of time.

This can be compared with the
many skills and personalities of
our parishioners, and we should
look long and hard to work out
how they can be crafted to
create a solid community which
like our new Hall is truly fit for the
future.

Tim O6Dwyer

The Choral Section

I tods al ways chal
musi ¢ for a 6sp
especially when vy

what size the congregation will
be. For the Bi s hop owe had i
four targets.

We had to plan music that
would: 1) reflect the Liturgy of
the Word ; 2) reflect the occasion,
and that most people would
know ; 3) demonstrate that we
are becoming familiar with Music

in the New Translation ; and 4) use
the occasion to show off the
New Organ.

After

a special
Anne Hoye, we felt confident

practice with

that all would be well & even the
decision to sihg a more
traditional Entrance  Antiphon
and chant, instead of an

Entrance Hymn.

Bishop Kieran was quite happy to
accept our plans, and as Choir

and Musicians, we all enjoyed

using our particular talents to
offer praise in music, and to
support the celebration of this

special Mass.

Sue Richardson
Music Coordinator
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More thoughts fro

The Sacristy

A rath er special Mass to prepare,
extra priests and one or two more
a very special

Altar Servers;
evening .

Stella Brereton
Sacristan

| enjoy being up at the centre of
Mass with the priests, really
getting involved as a Eucharistic
Minister, and after 1 was
Confirmed it seemed the natural
step forward from being an Altar
Server.

| get to know so many people in
the Parish. After M ass with the
Bishop - and every other M ass
before - lots of familiar faces
always make their way over to
say hello.

To be honest I d on &t know
of their names, o
friendly it makes me feel quite
important. Especially when it
feel s i ke I hav
more than stand up at the front

and look pretty!

Louise Tarleton - Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion

The Centre Stage

|l 6ve served for
times now, but definitely the most
enjoyable time was  when he
came to my Parish.

It was great fun serving with all
my server friends and
remembering that | used to be a
little one too.

| really enjoy serving as it makes
me feel part of the Mass, plus the
jokes in the Sacristy before and
after Mass make it hilariously

unforgettable, not forgetting the
keep
Mass!

chocolate bribes to

everyone quiet before

Emma Tarleton
Altar Server

It was such a privilege to ha ve
the Bishop come to celebrate
Mass and bless our H all.

It was amazing to be serving for
him and doing my part in the
Mass.

The Hall looked great and it was
so amazing to watch the Bishop
bless it. The party afterwards was
really fun with lots of yummy  food
and desserts to eat. Overall it was
a great evening and | will always
remember it.

Patrick Burnett
Altar Server

i

The Lectern

Last Saturday | did the  First
Reading at the Mass. Therew as a
huge crowd of Altar Servers, all
very ably organised by the
big gest one of the lot & Fr Alex!

As | did my Reading, which was
the one about the perfect wife, |
mad e sur e I di dr
husbandds eye in
me laugh! | read as piously as |
could and he said he felt sure he
saw a halo over my head when |

had finished!

It was a lovely Mass, made more
special because the Bishop was
there to bless the Hall afterwards.

So many people worked so hard
and it was a testimony to them
that the evening went so well. It
was a great opportunity to
mingle with the parishi oners
socially and | would like to thank
all those people who made it
such a success.

Diane Winsor
Minister of the Word




Parish InPrint

Issueb4

Autumn/Wizidar

Stillmoret houghts fr ol
Reading the Prayers of the
Faithful, | was not surprised to find

a praye r for everyone concerned
with the development of the new

Hall.

However, as the Chairman of the
Guildford  Borough  Planning
Committee, I was slightly
embarrassed to find myself
praying for the Planners who had
been involved. | am always
rather nervous when | first visit a
completed building that my
Committee has approved.

However, on this occasion, | was
relieved to find an attractive H
and | am sure that it will be a
valuable resource to all of us who
use it.

all

Keith Taylor
Minister of the Word

The Social C ommittee

Phil and | were so pleased by
how much food people made
on Saturday - much more than
we expected and the variety
was unbelievable.

The people of the P arish really
went out of their wa y to make it
a very special day

We could always do with more
help with social events. It is
always a lot of fun and you get
to know people as friends.

Phil & Ann Kenny

We moved to Guildford and the
Parish just over a year ago and
have recently joined the Social
Committee.

We have helped out on Father
Aaron's  leaving lunch and
recently on the new H all opening
by Bishop Kieran.

This was a great evening and we
got to meet some more of the
parishioners who have all made
us feel very welcome
Remembering everyone's name
is a challenge though. We look
forward to being involved in
other events in the future.

Phil & Chris Ballance

The C ar Park

wow!
Not the Olympics but our C hurch

Official opening ceremony

Hall. Bishop arriving! Must get
everything organised, as Altar
server MC wanted to ensure that
there were sufficient Albs , etc as
there were 19 Altar S ervers, yes

19! And also ensure their
rehearsal went to plan.
However, | also knew that the

lovely Tony and Una would be
stretched regarding the
organisation of the event

5

So | offered my services. Soon |
was roped into being the car
park steward and my wife into
kitchen duties.  With gusto, HI -VIS
vest, torch and no training , |
survived. The event was a great
success and most enjoyable.

Please offer to help in future,
because if we can do it , anyone
can and your assistance will be
greatly appreciated.

William D6Souza

The Audio -Visual C ontrol

As| arrived in the H all shortly
before its official opening, |
noticed a small cluster of people
huddled anxiously around the
mixing desk of the new sound
system. Curious, | joined this
impromptu  sound crew, soon
realising that they were trying to
encourage the sound system to
live up to its name.

Then from behind, someone |
di dnodt r eut bigfimgesoa
the problem - literally. He said
The main volume controls are all
at zero, that's why nothing is
coming out . It was none other
than Bishop Kieran! He adjusted
the settings and the system
sprang to life.

After a hasty greeting, | remarked
that it was bit rough that havin g
come to bless the Hall he then
found himself having to act
as sound engineer too!  He gave
me a knowing smile in return
whic h seemed to say "It's all in a
Bishop's day!"

Nick Fox
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What a great and happy
evening it was. As an

entertainment du ring the shared
supper, Tom Rotherham played

his guitar beautifully, and an

encore was requested, being his

amazing version of Queen's
" Bohemian Rhapsody".

Reflections on the New Hall

Following M ass we all gathered in
the new H all and Bishop Kieran
thanked all those involved in its
constr uction, blessed it and
dedicated it to the use of the
community. And what a splendid
Hall it is!

A large entrance hall that allows
large numbers to process through
easily, a cleverly designed main
hall, which makes good use of
available space, a large k itchen
with excellent catering facilities,
an audio visual system tha t can
carry live feed from the C hurch
itself, a very effective sound
system and attractive toilets
(always an important measure of
quality ina Church hall ).

Una offered the P ar i soffidias
thanks to Bishop Kieran and also
commended the work of the
Finance & Property Committee,
Terry ObLeary
Wheeler in particular , for all the
work that went into the new Hall
project.

We were treated to a typically
delicious St Pius X shared supper
and musical entertainment care
of Tom, Jessica and Ed. All in all it
was a great evening, a great
new Hall and the sharing of
many talents by parishioners.

Chris Richardson

a

Jessica (formerly Melly) sang 80s
songs, accompanied on the
guitar by husband Ed, some of
whic h we were able to join in the
singing. They play in local pubs,
so are not fazed by people

chattering during their
performance.

The following morning being
Remembrance  Sunday, Tom
swapped his guitar for the

trumpet he usually plays in the
choir.

At the end of Mass, after two
minutes 0 silence, he played The
Last Post. We all then left in
silence.

Michael & Julia Steele

(Photos courtesy of Anne Hill and
Nick Fox)



